
In 2006, the Elkton Historical 
S o c i e t y w a s s e l e c t e d t o 
participate in the Humanities 
Tennessee oral history project, 
We the People of Tennessee, 
Stories of Land and Place. Grant 
funds allowed EHS to purchase 
digital recording equipment and 
society members were trained in 
the process of recording and 
transcribing oral histories.
Twenty four current and former 
r e s i d e n t s o f E l k t o n a n d 
surrounding Giles County agreed 
to  share their personal stories for 
this project.  The complete  audio 
files are in archival storage with 
the Elkton Historical Society. 
Selections from interviews were 
placed on the Storymapper 
website, designed by Humanities 
Tennessee, which provides a 
driving tour of Elkton and 
southeastern Giles County.

We the People 
of Tennessee

The Elkton Historical 
Society
Our Mission:
In partnership with surrounding communities, the mission of the 
Elkton Historical Society is to document, collect and conserve 
the historical assets of southeastern Giles County.  We will 
provide education, demonstration and interpretation of our local 
history.

Officers:
President:--Rebecca Bryant
Vice President--Ann Smith
Secretary--David Brown Van Dyke
Treasurer--Sandra Burnham
Historian--Jane Witt

a 501 (c) 3 organization

Annual Dues:  $10
Meetings:  First Tuesday of each month in the Elkton 
Community Room

www.elktonhistory.net

Stories of Land and Place
A Driving Tour of Historic Elkton and Southeastern Giles 
County, Tennessee
www.elkton.storymapper.org

Harold Taylor Grocery Store in Elkton

http://www.elkton.storymapper.org
http://www.elkton.storymapper.org


Last Class at Bethany

Holt Elementary School, a Rosenwald 
School in Dixon Town, was the school for 
African-American children during the era 
of segregation.  Learn what school life 
was like at Holt Elementary.  Today the 
former school is the home of Union Hill 
M.B. Church.  

Bethany School in Bryson

After the Bethany School 
was closed, students were 
bused to Elkton School.

The Old Elkton School burned 
in 1972.  The current 
modern building stands in its 
place today.  Because of the 
small class sizes, Elkton 
School, like other small 
community schools, 
fostered a close 
relationship among 
the students and teachers. 

The dam at Morrellʼs Mill

A grain mill built and operated by Jacob 
Morrell in the Bryson Community.

Elk river from the Elkton bridge:  water 
source, fishing, agriculture, swimming, 
transportation and trade.

The dam at Vinta Mill

We the People of 
Tennessee:  Stories of 
Land and Place
November 17, 2012
2-4 PM
Elkton School Gymnasium

These are our stories:  about the people and places we 
call home, about who we were and who we are, about 
what we did, and how that shaped our lives.

RECEPTION AND OPENING 
EVENT FOR THE ELKTON 
STORYMAPPER

Come meet the contributors and hear their stories.  Celebrate 
the rich history we share:  from the one room school house to 
consolidation; from family members to friends and school 
mates; from the peddlerʼs cart to the general store;  from 
getting water from the river to well and city water;  from 
walking to school to riding the first school buses; from mules 
and wagons to Greyhound buses and the family car; from 
hand picking cotton and harvesting grains to modern farming; 
from segregation to integration; from the Bee-Line Highway to 
the interstate system and I-65; from leaving home to coming 
back home to stay. 

The Shady Lawn Truck Stop in its original location on 
Highway 31 in Elkton.  Junior Sales was one of the cooks.


